
Storylines
Investigations grounded in 
students’ own questions.

I Wonder…Why did…

I noticed… How often 
does… What if…



Figuring out answers to questions about 
phenomena leads to more questions!



Anchoring Phenomena



Having the END in Mind!
What do you want students to produce?



Driving Question Boards
Not about how it looks but how it is 

used!



Initial Questions vs. Driving questions
What about parking lots?



Initial Questions Driving Questions
Frustration



Driving Question Boards
Not about how it looks but how it is 

used!



Driving Question Boards
Not about how it looks but how it is 

used!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hEjcTHQdQTI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hEjcTHQdQTI


Students Figure it out



Students Figure it out
and keep track of it.



Students Call To Action



Why Don’t antibiotics work like they 
use to?

▶ Have you ever been really sick where you needed 
to go to the hospital?



Students develop a timeline 
of events.



Students create an initial model



Students create an initial model



Students generated more questions 
after seeing other students models



Scientist Circles



Planning investigations to answer Qs

Using the practices to uncover DCIs 



Mathematical Models: Creating models 
that allow students to make predictions

Using Science Practices  to discover and use patterns (CCCs)



Making the invisible visible using 
Computer Simulations

https://www.useloom.com/share/7c9a8ef7f3b241a19e8e5d27b38
4032f

https://www.useloom.com/share/7c9a8ef7f3b241a19e8e5d27b384032f


Keeping track of what we figured out 
and putting it all together



Final Models help students follow through 
on Mission
Infographic

PSA Video
Return to DQB



Final Models help students follow through 
on Mission

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JgD1bRIXE6d-llUugQtYs30D-mdQrxNF/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JgD1bRIXE6d-llUugQtYs30D-mdQrxNF/view


Can we use our models to explain other 
traits in other organisms



Honors vs General Biology

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-YSL7MAKq_HeitSSwFlFp5jbQDE_VeGD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-YSL7MAKq_HeitSSwFlFp5jbQDE_VeGD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o9rPyVSD15S-n-_WwWcTQr8LNDc0vWba/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o9rPyVSD15S-n-_WwWcTQr8LNDc0vWba/view


Teacher teamwork is key!



So Cohesive!!





AP Biology 
“Storyline”

We also added AP 
Environmental 
Science this year 
as well...



For  more information….

NextGenStorylines website: http://www.nextgenstorylines.org/

Storyline Tools:  http://www.nextgenstorylines.org/tools/

THE STORYLINES:  
http://www.nextgenstorylines.org/high-school/
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