
Student Drivers - 
Driving question boards empower students 
to figure out what they really need to know 

and how they will get there

I Wonder…Why did…

I noticed… How often 
does… What if…



You can find more storylines and the storyline 
tools at:

http://www.nextgenstorylines.org

You can find lots of examples of work in our 
classrooms on Twitter: 

Holly Hereau @hhereau
Wayne Wright @wewright1234



Why do dead things disappear over time?



Predictions

▶ DRAW
▶ What will this look like in 2 weeks?

▶ What will this look like in 2 months?



Examples of Student Predictions



What do we Notice/ Wonder?



Driving Question Board
Why did this dead thing disappear?

Day 1   Day 5 Day 9



Driving Question Board in Lynda’s Class



Examples of  Questions

● What are those insects doing on the carcass? Where did 
they come from?

● What happens to all the parts of the badger like the inside 
muscles and organs, fur, and bones?

● Do some parts of the badger go into the soil? Does some 
get washed away? Does it get eaten etc.?

● Is this the same thing that happens to leaves, or fruit or 
wood when it rots?

● How do new plants grow from parts of plants that seem like 
they are dead?



Questions paired with phenomena 
leads to more questions.



Anchoring Phenomena



Having the END in Mind!
What do you want students to produce?



The Driving Question Board
Not about how it looks but how it is 

used!



Initial Questions vs. Driving questions
What about parking lots?



Initial Questions Driving Questions
Frustration



Driving Question Boards
Determining how to answer the 

questions 



Students Figure it out



Lynda’s Class



Students Figure it out
and keep track of it.



Call To Action


